
RHODE 2 AFRICA: ELECT THE ARTS 2012  
There is room at every election to hear and examine new voices and ideas. This year is no different. As a matter of 
fact, as protesters part of Occupy Wall Street, and break-off movements like Women Occupy and Occupy The Hood 
have demonstrated, citizens across this country have grown tired of never hearing from the variety of voices making 
up the “99%.” Still, if you pay attention to major news outlets, you would think that the only people who care about 
the November elections are the all-white Republican candidates and their party followers.  
 
One place in which you can hear alternative voices and views on politics is within the music community. Besides 
being heads of households, tax-payers, insurance-holders, and voters, there are many performers who play at political 
events, directly and indirectly endorsing candidates; hip hop artists who “rap” about reform and rebellion; and 
emerging and established artists who’ve performed at The Whitehouse. Rhode 2 Africa: Elect the Arts 2012, is about 
sharing the voices of Black musicians engaged in this type of work. Standing in contrast to the limited news coverage 
we see daily, R2A will provide election 2012 coverage and awareness through conversations on race, politics and 
music. 
 
Below is more information about the project, which is in-production and scheduled to be broadcast-ready and 
screening-ready in June, 2012. Our goal is to make sure that diverse constituencies are motivated to vote in November 
and engaged in political conversations at the local, national, and global level.  
 
R2A 2012 Explores 3 Specific Themes: 
1) African and African American (Black) musicians – what are their 
concerns or electoral issues, and are they the same as other constituent 
groups?  Are there repeating or unifying themes across musical genres, 
age and gender?  How do artists communicate these issues?  Is music a 
way to communicate political or electoral issues to candidates or other 
community members? 
  
2) Contemporary views on the workings of the American electoral 
process in general, and whether it is serving this group of voters:  Do 
Black artists feel served by our two-party system and are they civically 
engaged?  Are contemporary Black artists involved in new or 
traditional alternative parties, ie. Socialists or the Green Party?  How 
do other members of the Black community feel about civic 
engagement and the two-party system? 
  
3) The barriers women of color face in pursuit of or practicing as 
working journalists in traditional newsrooms, and the innovation 
required to insert these missing and marginalized voices.  What are the 
facts and trends surrounding women in newsrooms, news management 
positions, boards and other leadership positions in the media industry? 
Why do the voices of women and people of color matter and what 
does diversity bring to the news?  What have multimedia channels 
done to help the situation?  

 
Contact Information: 
Reza Corinne Clifton 
"Reza Rites / Venus Sings / DJ Reza Wreckage" 
rezaclif@gmail.com / 401-217-9680 / singsvenus@gmail.com 
www.Rhode2Africa.wordpress.com / www.VenusSings.com / 
www.RIFuture.org / www.IsisStorm.com 
 
Project Contributions / Donations Still Being Accepted: 
See the paypal link on VenusSings.com or contact Reza 
 

A multimedia documentary project:  
 60 minute version 
 4-part serial/episodic version.  

 
Participating Musicians:  

 Head Roc, Washington, DC 
 Spiritchild, NYC 
 The Dubber, Columbia, SC 
 Erik Andrade, New Bedford, MA 
 Tem Blessed, New Bedford, MA 
 Da Empress, New Bedford, MA 
 Soldiers of Life, Providence, RI 
 5th Elament, Kingston, RI 
 Queen Yonasda, Phoenix, AZ 
 Riders Against the Storm, Austin, 

TX 
 
Scholars, Interviewed or In-Progress: 

 Angela Davis, PhD 
 Corey DB Walker, PhD 
 Jared Ball, PhD 
 J.C. Clifton (community elder, 

producer’s grandfather) 
 
About the Filmmaker/Producer: 
Reza Corinne Clifton is an award-winning 
writer, producer and cultural navigator 
whose work examines art, identity and 
global consciousness.  She launched Rhode 
2 Africa in 2008, and in 2009, the 
multimedia project was recognized with a 
diversity in the media award. She has also 
done audio and video work with NPR, 
WGBH, and RI Public Radio.  

 


